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Liturgical Minute No. 24 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord of Hosts 
 

 
The Holy, Holy, Holy comes at a significant moment in the Mass, within the Eucharistic Prayer, 
before we ask the Holy Spirit to change the bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ.  
Before we make this request, we praise God and proclaim how holy He is. 
 
The words Holy, Holy, Holy are from the book of Isaiah where the prophet has a vision of God 
sitting upon a lofty throne surrounded by angels, singing about his holiness.  When we sing the 
Holy, Holy, Holy, we join this choir of angels in their perfect hymn of praise to a holy God.  If you 
only sing one song at Mass, you should raise your voice to join in this chorus. 
 
The first line of the Holy, Holy, Holy, has changed from “God of power and might,” to “God of 
hosts” – the word “host” – a word meaning “a great number” – refers to the army of angels – the 
angelic hosts that serve at the command of God. 
 
It is only after singing this hymn, in recognition of the supreme holiness and power of God, who 
has all the forces of nature under His control, that we ask the Holy Spirit to exercise that power, 
by changing the bread and wine that we offer to God, into the Body and Blood of Christ. 
 
There is no change to the rest of this acclamation, as we quote the crowds who shouted to Jesus 
– “Hosanna in the highest; blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord” during his 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem on the day we call Palm Sunday.  While the single word 
“Hosanna” may have been used to herald the arrival of any political leader, the phrase “Hosanna 
in the highest” was understood to apply only to the coming “Messiah.”  
 


